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IOT!s Thie document hae been prepared a• & prel1m1nqry bri efing 
only. It ehould be re~arded •• introductory to a full operationa 
brieti~ 1ntend~d to follow. 
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OPIRATION MAJISTI0-12 11 a !OP SICBlf Research and Developnent / 
Intell1•ence operation reeponatbl • di rectly and only to the 
Pree1dmt of th• United Stai••• Operationa ot the pro ject are 
oanted out under oontrol or lh• Ma3••t10 ~12 (Majie-12 ) Group 
which waa eetabliehed by epeoial olaea1fied execut i ve order ot 
Preeident Truman on 24 Septeaber, 1947, upon recommendation by 
Dr. VBnnevar Buah and Secretary Jamee Jorreeta l . (See Attachment 
•••.) Member e ot the Najeatio-12 Group were desiP.nated ~a followe, 

Adm . Roeooe R. Rillenkoetter 
Dr . Vanne-.ar luah 
Secy. Jame• v. forreatal• 
Gen. l athan ,. !wining 
Gen. Hoyt s. Vandenberi 
Dr. Detlev Bronk 
Dr. J erome Bunaaker 
Mr. Sidney w. Souere 
Mr. Gordon Gray 
Dr. DonAld Nenmel / 
Oen. Robert N. Monta,ni~ 
Dr. Lloyd,. Berlcner · 

The d~Rth o f Secretary Porrea t al on 22 May, 19,9, created 
a v~cancy which remained unfilled until 01 A~t , 1950, upon 
vhich dBte Gen. Walter B. Smith we deei~ted as permanent 
repl11cernent. 
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On 2, June, 1947, a c1v111M pilot flyi~ ov~r the CRacade 
Mountain• in the State of Waab1118ton obaerved nine flyinP. 
d1 o- shaped alroraft traveli~ in formation at a hi~h rate 
ot eoeed. Althou,;h thil waa not the t1r1t known •1•ht1~ 
of auch ohjeota, tt waa the tiret to ~in widespread attention 
tn the puhlio media. Hundreds ot report• of ei~htin~• of 
eimilar objects followed. Many of the1e came from hi~hly 
er~dihle military and c1rtl1an eouroee. Theee reporte res­
ulted in independent ettort1 bJ eneral different el8ments 
of the ai 11 tary to aeoertain the nature and purpose ot these 
objeote in the intere1t• ot national defense. A number of 
witneaae• were interviewed and there were eeveral unaucceeeful 
a ttempta to ut111•• airor&tt 1n·-effort• to pureue reported 
d1aoa in tli~ht. Publto reaction bordered on near hyateria 
at t1.Jllee. 

In aptte of the•• etforte, little ot aubetRnce WB& le~rned 
about the object• until a looal ranoher reported that one 
had oraahed in• reaote region of lew Mexico located approx­
i■ately enenty-f1•• ■11•• northweat of Roawell Ano' Air 
Baa• (now WAlker •t•ld). 

On 07 July, 1947, a aeoret operation waa be,un to aeaur@ 
recovery of th• vreoka•• of thi• object tor scientific etudy. 
Durtn• the oouna• of thia operation, aerial reconnft1eeftnce 
dteco•ered that four -11 huaan-ltk• bei~• hRd Apparently 
ejeotd troa the craft at aOIN point before it exploded. 
fbe•• had fallen to earth about two ■ilea eaet or the wrec~n~• 
ette. All four were detid and badly decomposed due to f\ction 
bJ predatora and expo~v...re to 'h• elftlente durinp the approx-
111Ately on• week till• period wbtob had elapsed hefore their 
dtacovf!ry. A apeotal aoientifio tea took char'fe ot rttmovt n~~ 
thAee ~odtea for atudy . (8•• lttaohaent •c•.) The wreck"~~ 
of the craft vaa alao r•o••d to en•ra~ d1ff~rent locations. 
(See AttAohaent "B•.) C1•111an and ■111tAry wttneeaea in 
th• Area were debriefed, and newa reporters were ,tven the 
•ffeott•e oOTer atory that the objeo, ~d b~en A •1•~ided 
veather neearob balloon • 
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A cov~rt &nalytical effort organized by Gen. Twining and 
Dr. ~uah act1n~ on the direct orders of the President, res­
ulted in B prelimir.ary oonoenoue (19 September, 1947) that 
th diec was moat 11k l y a ohor·t ranee reconnaieeance cr11ft. 
This concluoion vaa baeed tor the moat part on the cratt•a 
size And the Apparent laok of any 1dent1t1able prov i e1on1n~. 

-------------- • (See Attachment "D•.) A a imi lar analyeia of the four dead 
occupants was &rranged by Dr. !ronlc. It wae the tentative 
conclunion of thie l(TOUP c,o lovember, 1q47) thAt althourh 
these cr~atures are human-like in appearance , the h1olo~icRl 
anrt evolutionary prooeeoea reepono1ble f or their developm~nt 
h~~ a~parently be~n quite difterflnt from those observe~ or 
ooatulated in homo-e~p1ena. Dr. Bronk'e t~am has auAAeat~d 
the tenn "Extra-t~rreetrial Biological Entiti~e", or "ETIEs", 
he adopted as the standard term of reference for these 
cr~aturea until such ti~e as a more def1nit1v~ deeill118tion 
can he &Rr~ed upon. 

Since it 1s virtually certain th.Rt these crRft do not origin­
ate in ~ny country on earth, considerable epeculation haa 
c~nter~d around what thei r point of ori~in mi~ht be ~nd how 
they ~et here. Mare was and remain• a possibility, although 
some ~cientiste, moat notnbly Dr. Men=el, cona1d~r it more 
likely th~t we are dealt~ with beinp,a from another solar 
eyatem entirely. 

Wl.lD'lerous ex,unolea of what appear to be a form of writin~ 
vere found 1n the wrecka ge. lftorte to deciphP.r these have 
rffmAined lar«ely unauooeaetul. (See Attschment •E•.) 
BqUAlly unaucceaaful hAve been efforts to d~termine the 
ethod of propulaion or the nature or method of tr~nami~eton 

of the power eource involved. Research &lonp theee 11nes 
h~e heen complicated by the complete &bs~rice of 1~ent1f1~hle 
w1n~•• propellere, jeta, or other conv~ntional ~et~o~s nr 
propulAton and ~uidllJ\ce, ae well aa a tofiral l~ek of met~llic 
w1r1nr., Vkcuwn tubea, o e1m1 ar recorni ~ahle •l~tronic 
co111pon~ntc. (See Attachment •p•.) It ie; ftAeumed that the 
propulsion unit wae 0011pletely deatroyed ;by the 11txolosion 
which c~ueed the oraah • 
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A n~~d for as much additional 2nfoffll\t1on ~s poffeir.le ~bout 
th~s~ cr~rt, thftir perfoMllftnoe characteristics and their 
purnoR,. 1~,1 to the undertl\kin~ known 1111 U.S. Air •orce Project 
SIGN in ~cernher, l <)4 7. In order to preserve aecur1 ty, 1 iaaon 
bPtween SIGN and Majeatic-12 was limited to two 1nrl1vtdu&le 
within the Intel11,ence Diviaion ot Air Materiel Command whoije 
role was t o pase alo~ c~rtaln typee of infontation throu.r.h 
ch~nn~la. SIGR evol•ed into Project ORUOOE in n~cemher, }q~a. 
'rhe operation 1e current ly being conducted under the code nBm• 
BLUE ~OOK, with liaaon maintained through the Air Poree officer 
who ie head of the project. 

On 06 December, 1g50, a second object, probably ot e1 ■11sr 
or1r1n, 1mp~cterl the ft~ r th at hi~h speed in the P.l lndio -
Guerrero Rrea of the Texu - Mexican boder ~rt~r follow1n, 

.a a lon~ trajectory throu.dl the ~taoaphere. Py the Uae -a 
W eeareh team arr1ved 9 what remained ot th• object had been al■oat 

--·----- - totally tnoinerated. Such material aa coulci be recovered waa 
transported to th• A.B.C. facility at Sandia, Rew Mexico, tor 
etudJ. ,.:... -~ .. ... --

Imp11cat1ona for the Watton.al Security are or oontinutnr. 1■-
1>0rtsnce in thai the aoti••• and ultillate 1ntent1ona ot theae 
Ytattors r~ma1n c011pletely unknown. In addition, a at,m1f1cant 
upeu.r~• in the ■urwe1llance ~tiYt ty ot these cratt be~Ming 
in May nnd continuin« thro\lldl the autan ot thia y4ar h~• cauaed 
coneid~Mthle concern that new ctnelopaente . •"1 be 1•1nent. 
It ta tor the•• reuons, ••well•• the obvioua interr.atton~l 
and t~chnolor.ic1'1 cona1dent1one and thtt ulttm•te need to 
avoid - publtc J)8n1C at all ooata, that th~ MaJeatic-12 Group 
remRins of the unani■ou• opinion that 1apoait1on of the 
atr1ct~dt security preosut1one should continue without 1nter­
ruptton into the new *dJa1n1etratSon. At. the same t1~•• cpn­
tinPency plAn NJ-1CMCJ-04P/78 (Top Secre~ - ~"• Only) ehoµld 
~e hel~ in continued readtneae ehould the need to m~ke a \ 
puhltc annowice■ent pr~•eni ttaelt, (See .U,ta~hment •o•.·) 
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J.:NUMERATIOJ OP ATTACHMll'l'Sa 

•ATTACHMDfT •a• ........ Spec1al Cl~as1f1ed Ex ~cutive 
Order #092447. (TS/ro) 

•ATTACHMEIT •!• ........ Operation Majestic-12 StBtua 
Report fl, Part A. ~O WOY '4 7. 
(!S-MAJIC,'Jk>) 

•ATTACHMDIT •c• ........ OperationMaj@atic-12 Ststua 
Report fl, Part B. ~o NOV '47. 
(TS-MAJIC/BO) 

•ATTACHMENT "D• •.....•. Op~rRtion Majestic-12 Pre,tminary 
Analyti~al ijeport. }q SEP '4 7 . 
(TS-MAJIC/EO) 

•ATTACHMENT "E"••••••••Operation MaJ~atic-12 ~lue Team 
Report #5. ~o JUN •~2 • 

. , .: .(?S-MAJIC/EO) 

•ATTACHMEIT •p••••••• .Operktion MajP~tic-1? Sta tus 
Report #2. 11 JAR '4b. 
( TS-MAJIC/80) 

1 ATTAC1w.EIIT •aw ~, -- ~ . . . . Oper&tion Majftstic-1? Contin,,e r.,:y '! ·: 
Plan MJ-lq4.<J-04P/78: ·n JAN '49. . , ;! 
(TS-MAJIC/EO) l ½ 

Photograpna Polio ( Extraottona). 
•ATTACHJl'!ENT •ff•••• ••••• Operation Majest1c-12, Map8 ~nd _
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THE WHIT HOUS 
WAaHtNOTON 

September 24, 194-7 • 

EMORANDUM FOR THE SEC RETARY OP DEFENSE 

De r Secretary Porr stal, 

As per our recent conversation on this matter, 
you are hereby authorized to proceed with all due 
speed and ·caution upon your undertaking. Hereafter 
this matter shall be referred to only as Operation 
ajestic Twelve. 

It continues to be ay feeling that any future 
considerations relative to -the ultimate disposition 
of this matter should rest solely with the Office 
of the President following appropriate discussions 
with yourself, Dr. Bush and the Director of Central 
I ntelllgence. 
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